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Common Tree Diseases

There are many diseases that contribute to health decline and death 
of some of the trees in California. This list of tree diseases causes the 
most tree health problems and death. These diseases are the cause 
of significant replacement expense of urban trees. 

Amillaria Root Rot

The disease attacks hardwoods and softwoods and kills shrubs, vines, The disease attacks hardwoods and softwoods and kills shrubs, vines, 
and forbs in every state. It is pervasive in North America, commercially 
destructive, a major cause of oak decline. The Armillaria sp. can kill 
trees that are already weakened by competition, other pests, or climatic 
factors. The fungi also infect healthy trees, either killing them outright 
or predisposing them to attacks by other fungi or insects. 

Anthracnose and Leaf Spot Diseases

Anthracnose diseases of hardwood trees are widespread throughout Anthracnose diseases of hardwood trees are widespread throughout 
California. The most common symptom of this group of diseases is 
dead areas or blotches on the leaves. The diseases are particularly 
severe on sycamores, white oaks, black walnut and dogwood. The 
greatest impact of anthracnose is in the urban environment. Reduction 
of property values result from the decline or death of shade trees 
caused by this group of diseases.
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Mistletoe
 
Mistletoe is a parasite of some urban trees in California. There are seven 
species of native true mistletoe that are found on hardwoods in many parts 
of Eastern, Western, and Southern United States. The one most commonly 
known and widespread is P. serotinum (also known as P. flavescens) which 
occurs mainly in the East and Southeast. occurs mainly in the East and Southeast. 

Powdery Mildew

Powdery mildew is a common disease that appears as a white powdery 
substance on the leaf surface. The powdery appearance comes from millions 
of tiny fungal spores, which are spread in air currents to cause new infections. 
It attacks all kinds of trees. 

Aphids

Aphids are sucking insects which can infect many types of trees in northern Aphids are sucking insects which can infect many types of trees in northern 
California.  Aphids are small, soft-bodied insects with long, slender mouth 
parts that they use to pierce stems, leaves, and other tender plant parts and 
suck out plant fluids. Almost every plant has one or more aphid species that 
occasionally feeds on it. 


